
RE KS4 CurriculumMap
Core knowledge and sequencing

Vision Statement

Religious Education has a central role in the core Curriculum at the Green School for Boys. The aim of Religious Education is for students to
leave school as religiously literate and culturally aware young people. Students will have had opportunities to explore their own beliefs and
learn from and about religion as we explore life’s biggest questions about existence, morality and faith.

We strive to provide an outstanding education which is rich and varied and encourages every student to ‘reach beyond their grasp’. As a
Church of England school we stimulate knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith and how it influences the lives of people
worldwide as well as shaping British culture.

Mapping Key:
Core knowledge
Syllabus/ NC requirements & coverage
Spiralled concepts / sequences
Hinterland knowledge, experiences, reading
Hyperlink - Units of learning / sequences of lessons / Hyperlink Knowledge Organisers
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Year 10

Unit 1 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Christianity: Beliefs

and Teachings

Unit 2 Y10
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Christianity: Practices

Unit 3 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Islam: Beliefs and

Teachings

Unit 4 Yr 10
AQA (A) Religious
Studies Islam:

Practices

Unit 5 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Theme A:

Relationships and
Families

What comes
before and
after
(KS3/Y11)?

We begin to build on
the knowledge and
understanding of the
concept of God within
Christianity and the
ideas around the
Trinity from KS3.
Students are able to
dive deeper into the
ideas of the life of
Jesus taking
knowledge from KS3

We continue to build on
the knowledge and
understanding of the
concept of God within
Christianity and the ideas
around the Trinity from
KS3. Students are able to
dive deeper into the ideas
of the life of Jesus taking
knowledge from KS3
Christianity and begin to
unpick the key practices
within Christian life and
how Christians are
influenced by religion

We begin to build on the
knowledge and
understanding of the
concept of God within
Islam and the ideas around
Prophethood from KS3.
Students are able to dive
deeper into the ideas of
the life of Muhammed
taking knowledge from
KS3

Students build on
their knowledge of
Allah from KS3.
Concepts of God
topic and explore
how beliefs in the 5
Pillars affect their
daily lives and
practices. Students
develop comparison
skills looking at the
difference between
the practice of Islam
in the UK to other
Muslims around the
world.

Students begin to
explore the ideas
around relationships
and family. Students
develop and
understanding of how
men and women within
Christianity and Islam
have different gender
roles and the difference
in how they are given
different roles in
religion and the family

What do we
teach? Core
knowledge

Spiralled
concepts

Knowledge / Concepts
● The nature of

God:
● God as

omnipotent,
loving and just,
and the problem

Knowledge / Concepts
● Different forms of

worship and their
significance:

● liturgical,
non-liturgical and
informal, including

Knowledge / Concepts
● The six articles of

faith in Sunni Islam
and five roots of
Usul ad-Din in Shi’a
Islam, including key
similarities and

Knowledge/ Concepts
● Five Pillars of

Sunni Islam
and the Ten
Obligatory
Acts of Shi’a
Islam

Knowledge / Concepts
● Human sexuality

including:
heterosexual and
homosexual
relationships.

● Sexual

2



Unit 1 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Christianity: Beliefs

and Teachings

Unit 2 Y10
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Christianity: Practices

Unit 3 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Islam: Beliefs and

Teachings

Unit 4 Yr 10
AQA (A) Religious
Studies Islam:

Practices

Unit 5 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Theme A:

Relationships and
Families

of evil and
suffering

● the oneness of
God and the
Trinity: Father,
Son and Holy
Spirit.

● Different
Christian beliefs
about creation
including the
role of Word
and Spirit (John
1:1-3 and
Genesis 1:1-3).

● Different
Christian beliefs
about the
afterlife and
their
importance,
including:
resurrection and
life after death;
judgement,
heaven and hell.

● Beliefs and
teachings about
the nature and
role of Jesus:

● the incarnation

the use of the Bible
● private worship.
● Prayer and its

significance,
including the Lord’s
Prayer, set prayers
and informal prayer.

● The role and
meaning of the
sacraments:

● the meaning of
sacrament

● the sacrament of
baptism and its
significance for
Christians; infant
and believers'
baptism;

● different beliefs
about infant baptism

● the sacrament of
Holy
Communion/Euchari
st and its
significance for
Christians, including
different ways in
which it is celebrated
and different
interpretations of its
meaning.

differences.
● Tawhid (the

Oneness of God),
Qur’an Surah 112.

● The nature of God:
omnipotence,
beneficence, mercy,
fairness and
justice/Adalat in
Shi’a Islam, including
different ideas about
God’s relationship
with the world:
immanence and
transcendence.

● Angels, their nature
and role, including
Jibril and Mika’il.

● Predestination and
human freedom and
its relationship to
the Day of
Judgement.

● Akhirah (life after
death), human
responsibility and
accountability,
resurrection, heaven
and hell.

● The six articles of
faith in Sunni Islam

(students
should study
the Five Pillars
and jihad in
both Sunni
and Shi’a Islam
and the
additional
duties of Shi’a
Islam).

● Shahadah:
declaration of
faith and its
place in
Muslim
practice.

● Salah and its
significance:
how and why
Muslims pray
including
times,
directions,
ablution
(wudu),
movements
(rak’ahs) and
recitations;
salah in the
home and
mosque and

relationships
before and
outside of
marriage.

● Contraception
and family
planning.

● The nature and
purpose of
marriage.

● Same-sex
marriage and
cohabitation.

● Divorce,
including reasons
for divorce, and
remarrying.

● Ethical
arguments
related to
divorce, including
those based on
the sanctity of
marriage vows
and compassion.

● The nature of
families,
including:

● the role of
parents and
children
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Unit 1 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Christianity: Beliefs

and Teachings

Unit 2 Y10
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Christianity: Practices

Unit 3 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Islam: Beliefs and

Teachings

Unit 4 Yr 10
AQA (A) Religious
Studies Islam:

Practices

Unit 5 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Theme A:

Relationships and
Families

and Jesus as the
Son of God

● the crucifixion,
resurrection and
ascension

● sin, including
original sin

● the means of
salvation,
including law,
grace and Spirit

● the role of
Christ in
salvation
including the
idea of
atonement.

‘Big Questions’
● What is God?
● Who is Jesus?
● What is sin?
● What is

salvation?
● What happens

when we die?
● What is heaven?
● What is hell?

Spiralled Concepts

● The role and
importance of
pilgrimage and
celebrations
including:

● two contrasting
examples of
Christian pilgrimage:
Lourdes and Iona

● the celebrations of
Christmas and
Easter, including
their importance for
Christians in Great
Britain today.

● The role of the
Church in the local
community,
including food banks
and street pastors.

● The place of mission,
evangelism and
Church growth.

● The importance of
the worldwide
Church including:

● working for
reconciliation

● how Christian
churches respond to
persecution

and five roots of
Usul ad-Din in Shi’a
Islam, including key

● similarities and
differences.

● Tawhid (the
Oneness of God),
Qur’an Surah 112.

● The nature of God:
omnipotence,
beneficence, mercy,
fairness and
justice/Adalat in
Shi’a Islam,

● including different
ideas about God’s
relationship with the
world: immanence
and

● transcendence.
● Angels, their nature

and role, including
Jibril and Mika’il.

● Predestination and
human freedom and
its relationship to
the Day of
Judgement.

● Akhirah (life after
death), human
responsibility and

elsewhere;
Friday prayer:
Jummah; key
differences in
the practice of
salah in Sunni
and Shi’a
Islam, and
different
Muslim views
about the
importance of
prayer.

● Sawm: the
role and
significance of
fasting during
the month of
Ramadan
including
origins, duties,
benefits of
fasting, the
exceptions
and their
reasons, and
the Night of
Power, Qur’an
96:1-5.

● Zakah: the
role and

● extended families
and the nuclear
family.

● The purpose of
families,
including:
procreation,
stability and the
protection of
children,
educating
children in a
faith.

● Contemporary
family issues
including:
same-sex
parents,
polygamy.

● The roles of men
and women.

● Gender equality.
● Gender prejudice

and
discrimination,
including
examples.

‘Big Questions’
● What is family?
● What is sexuality?
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Unit 1 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Christianity: Beliefs

and Teachings

Unit 2 Y10
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Christianity: Practices

Unit 3 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Islam: Beliefs and

Teachings

Unit 4 Yr 10
AQA (A) Religious
Studies Islam:

Practices

Unit 5 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Theme A:

Relationships and
Families

Students will apply
their knowledge and
understanding of
belief and practice
within Christianity.
Students will use their
analytical skills to
understand key
concepts of belief

Reading Books:
● World

Religions: The
Great Faiths
Explored &
Explained by
John Bowker

● The History of
World
Religions:
Explore the
Great Faiths
That Shaped
Our Civilization
by Simon
Adams

● Film (The Son

● the work of one of
the following:
Catholic Agency For
Overseas
Development
(CAFOD), Christian
Aid, Tearfund.

‘Big Questions’
● How and why do

different Christians
show devotion to
God?

● Is private worship
more meaningful
than public worship?

● Is it more important
for Christians to
celebrate the
sacraments or to go
on pilgrimage?

● How do Christians
act on the teachings
of Jesus in their
everyday lives (e.g.
local community,
persecution and
reconciliation,
mission and
evangelism,
charity)?

accountability,
resurrection, heaven
and hell.

‘Big Questions’
● What are the

similarities and
differences between
Sunni and Shi’a
Muslims (e.g. Six
Articles and Five
Roots of Usul
ad-Din?)

● How do beliefs
about the nature
and role of Allah
influence a Muslim’s
action?

● Can Allah be fully
understood by
Muslims?

● What is the nature
and role of angels in
Islam?

● How do beliefs
about
predestination
influence a Muslim’s
actions?

● Is this life more
important than the

significance of
giving alms
including
origins, how
and why it is
given, benefits
of receipt,
Khums in Shi’a
Islam.

● Hajj: the role
and
significance of
the pilgrimage
to Makkah
including
origins, how
hajj is
performed,
the actions
pilgrims
perform at
sites including
the Ka’aba at
Makkah, Mina,
Arafat,
Muzdalifah
and their
significance.

● Jihad:
different
understanding

● What is
discrimination?

● What is
marriage?

● Why do people
get married?

● What is equality?

Spiralled Concepts

Students will apply their
knowledge and
understanding of belief
and practice within
Christianity and Islam.
Students will use their
analytical skills to
understand key
concepts of family and
gender equality

Reading Books
● The Complete

Philosophy Files

BBCMorals, Ethics and
Philosophy series:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
bitesize/topics/zkdk382
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Unit 1 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Christianity: Beliefs

and Teachings

Unit 2 Y10
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Christianity: Practices

Unit 3 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Islam: Beliefs and

Teachings

Unit 4 Yr 10
AQA (A) Religious
Studies Islam:

Practices

Unit 5 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Theme A:

Relationships and
Families

of God):
https://www.a
mazon.com/S
on-God-Diogo
-Morgado/dp/
B00JWEOWM
2

● What do you think is
the most important
role of the Church?

● How do different
Christians celebrate
key events (e.g.
Christmas and
Easter)?

Spiralled Concepts

Creation
Sin
Salvation/ Atonement
Importance of Jesus

Reading Books:
● World Religions:

The Great Faiths
Explored &
Explained by John
Bowker

● The History of
World Religions:
Explore the Great
Faiths That Shaped
Our Civilization by
Simon Adams

afterlife for
Muslims?

● Why are prophets
significant in Islam?

● Why is the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)
known as the Seal of
the Prophets?

● What books are
considered holy by
Muslims and why is
the Qur’an the most
authoritative?

● Why is a belief in the
Imamate significant
to Shi’a Muslims?

Spiralled Concepts

Students will apply their
knowledge and
understanding of belief
and practice within Islam.

Students will use their
analytical skills to
understand key concepts
of belief

s of jihad: the
meaning and
significance of
greater and
lesser jihad;
origins,
influence and
conditions for
the
declaration of
lesser jihad.

● Festivals and
commemorati
ons and their
importance for
Muslims in
Great Britain
today,
including the
origins and
meanings of
Id-ul-Adha,
Id-ul-Fitr,
Ashura.

Big Questions
● How and why

do different
Muslims show
devotion to
God?

6

https://www.amazon.com/Son-God-Diogo-Morgado/dp/B00JWEOWM2
https://www.amazon.com/Son-God-Diogo-Morgado/dp/B00JWEOWM2
https://www.amazon.com/Son-God-Diogo-Morgado/dp/B00JWEOWM2
https://www.amazon.com/Son-God-Diogo-Morgado/dp/B00JWEOWM2
https://www.amazon.com/Son-God-Diogo-Morgado/dp/B00JWEOWM2
https://www.amazon.com/Son-God-Diogo-Morgado/dp/B00JWEOWM2


Unit 1 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Christianity: Beliefs

and Teachings

Unit 2 Y10
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Christianity: Practices

Unit 3 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Islam: Beliefs and

Teachings

Unit 4 Yr 10
AQA (A) Religious
Studies Islam:

Practices

Unit 5 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Theme A:

Relationships and
Families

● Film (The Son of
God):
https://www.amaz
on.com/Son-God-
Diogo-Morgado/d
p/B00JWEOWM2

Nature of God in Islam
Islamic Beliefs of-
Prophethood, angels
Islamic Practices -

Reading Books:
● World Religions:

The Great Faiths
Explored &
Explained by John
Bowker

● The History of
World Religions:
Explore the Great
Faiths That Shaped
Our Civilization by
Simon Adams

● Film (The Son of
God):
https://www.amaz
on.com/Son-God-
Diogo-Morgado/d
p/B00JWEOWM2

● Why is
worship
important?

● Is it more
important for
Muslim to
keep 4 of the 5
pillars or to go
on pilgrimage?

● How do
Muslims act
on the
teachings of
Muhammaed
in their
everyday lives
(e.g. local
community,
persecution
and
reconciliation,
mission and,
charity)?

● What do you
think is the
most
important role
of the
Mosque?

● How do
different
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Unit 1 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Christianity: Beliefs

and Teachings

Unit 2 Y10
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Christianity: Practices

Unit 3 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Islam: Beliefs and

Teachings

Unit 4 Yr 10
AQA (A) Religious
Studies Islam:

Practices

Unit 5 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Theme A:

Relationships and
Families

Muslims
celebrate key
events (e.g.
Eid-ul-fitr/ Eid
- ul-adha and
Ashura)?

● How do
different
Muslims (e.g.
Shia/Sunni)
practise their
faith?

● What is the
significance of
the Five Pillars
of Islam and
the Ten
Obligatory
Acts

Spiralled Concepts

Allah
Sunni/ Shia Muslims
Life after death
Importance of
Muhammed

Reading Books:
● World
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Unit 1 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Christianity: Beliefs

and Teachings

Unit 2 Y10
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Christianity: Practices

Unit 3 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Islam: Beliefs and

Teachings

Unit 4 Yr 10
AQA (A) Religious
Studies Islam:

Practices

Unit 5 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Theme A:

Relationships and
Families

Religions: The
Great Faiths
Explored &
Explained by
John Bowker

● The History of
World
Religions:
Explore the
Great Faiths
That Shaped
Our
Civilization
by Simon
Adams

● Film (The
Son of God):
https://www.
amazon.com
/Son-God-Di
ogo-Morgad
o/dp/B00JWE
OWM2

How does
this meet the
syllabus/NC
requirements
?

Across Key Stage 4, pupils should be given opportunities
to develop their Knowledge with reference to:

● beliefs, teachings, and sources (A)
● practices and ways of life (B)

9

https://www.amazon.com/Son-God-Diogo-Morgado/dp/B00JWEOWM2
https://www.amazon.com/Son-God-Diogo-Morgado/dp/B00JWEOWM2
https://www.amazon.com/Son-God-Diogo-Morgado/dp/B00JWEOWM2
https://www.amazon.com/Son-God-Diogo-Morgado/dp/B00JWEOWM2
https://www.amazon.com/Son-God-Diogo-Morgado/dp/B00JWEOWM2
https://www.amazon.com/Son-God-Diogo-Morgado/dp/B00JWEOWM2


Unit 1 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Christianity: Beliefs

and Teachings

Unit 2 Y10
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Christianity: Practices

Unit 3 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Islam: Beliefs and

Teachings

Unit 4 Yr 10
AQA (A) Religious
Studies Islam:

Practices

Unit 5 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Theme A:

Relationships and
Families

Across Key Stage 4, pupils should be given opportunities
to develop their Knowledge with reference to:

● beliefs, teachings, and sources (A)
● practices and ways of life (B)
● Identity, diversity and Belonging (D)

Across Key Stage 4, pupils should be given opportunities to develop their Understanding and Skills with reference to:
● meaning, purpose, and truth (E)
● values and commitments (F)

Why do we
teach in this
sequence?

Students are first
introduced to key
terms (KS3) such as
theist and agnostic
which allows them to
explore where they
stand in regard to their
beliefs about God.
Students continue to
build on this
knowledge to learn
the common key
terms to describe the
nature of God such as
omnipotent and
omnibenevolent which
they will use. This sets

We sequence this topic at
the end of Christian beliefs
because it asks questions
about how beliefs
influence practices of
Christians in everyday life
as a Christian in the UK
and the world today.

Students continue to build
on their knowledge of key
terms such as theist and
agnostic which allows
them to explore where
they stand in regard to
their beliefs about God.
Students then learn the
common key terms to
describe the nature of God
such as omnipotent and
omnibenevolent which
they will use. This sets
students up confidently to
explore the nature of God
in Islam.

We sequence this
topic at the end of
Islam beliefs because
it asks questions
about how beliefs
influence practices of
Islam in everyday life
as a Muslim in the UK
and the world today.

We sequence this here
because students begin
to build on the
knowledge of belief and
how belief influences
religious people in
making decisions in
everyday life.

We also sequence this
unit at this point as it
helps students to
understand the format
of the GCSE paper 2
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Unit 1 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Christianity: Beliefs

and Teachings

Unit 2 Y10
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Christianity: Practices

Unit 3 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Islam: Beliefs and

Teachings

Unit 4 Yr 10
AQA (A) Religious
Studies Islam:

Practices

Unit 5 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Theme A:

Relationships and
Families

students up
confidently to explore
the nature of God in
Christianity.

Inter-curricul
ar links (to
build
schema)

History- contexts of
Abrahamic and
Eastern Faiths.

History- Biblical Story
English- Use of poetry
throughout Bible study.
Drama- Use of role play
and dramatisation of the
Bible to develop
understanding.

History- contexts of
Abrahamic and Eastern
Faiths.

Geography - looking
at how different
Muslims practise key
festivals and rituals
around the world

PSCHE - links with
relationships

Hinterland
Knowledge;
Cultural
capital;
Challenging,
vocabulary-bu
ilding,
reading
material

Challenging
terminology around
the concept of God,
e.g. transcendent,
immanent,
Omnipotent,
omnibenevolent,
omnipresent,
omniscient.
Knowledge of other
faiths and none, and

Challenging concepts
around the idea of God
and the Trinity. Key
terminology explored to
develop critical thinking
about religious practices
within Christianity

Challenging concepts
including the concept of
God and 99 names of
Allah. Key ideas regarding
the difference in practices
amongst Muslims around
the world, and difference
between sunni and Shia
denominations

Ideas regarding
reward and whether
life is predetermined
or whether we have
freedom to choose
how to act freely
influenced by faith

Challenging concepts
regarding the gender
roles within society and
religion and family and
how and why they
should change. Ideas
regarding how society
can live without
prejudice and
discrimination.
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Unit 1 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Christianity: Beliefs

and Teachings

Unit 2 Y10
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Christianity: Practices

Unit 3 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Islam: Beliefs and

Teachings

Unit 4 Yr 10
AQA (A) Religious
Studies Islam:

Practices

Unit 5 Y10
AQA (A) Religious

Studies
Theme A:

Relationships and
Families

their core beliefs.

The Story of God with
Morgan Freeman
(Disney+ and Prime
Video)
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Year 11

Unit 1 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Theme B: Religion and Life

Unit 2 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies

Theme D: Peace and Conflict

Unit 3 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies

Theme E: Crime and Punishment

What comes
before and after
(KS3/Y10/A-level
)?

Students begin to explore the ideas around
how the world began according to Christian
creation which is reviewing the ideas from
beliefs units in both religions. Students
develop an understanding of how life is
valued and who should live or die and
different religious views regarding who has
the right to choose.

Students begin to explore the ideas about
the concept of war and why wars start.
Students revisit the concept of Holy War
and jihad from Islam beliefs and how
religious people should fight for peace
using non violent strategies

Students explore the reasons why
people commit crime and how people
should be punished, the linked concept
of forgiveness in both Islam and
Christianity is important to develop
understanding of religious views of
criminals

What do we
teach? Core
knowledge

Spiralled
concepts

Knowledge / Concepts
Students should study religious teachings, and
religious, philosophical and ethical arguments,
relating to the issues that follow, and their
impact and influence in the modern world. They
should be aware of contrasting perspectives in
contemporary British society on all of these
issues.

They must be able to explain contrasting beliefs
on the following three issues with reference to
the main religious tradition in Britain
(Christianity) and one or more other religious
traditions:

● Abortion.
● Euthanasia.
● Animal experimentation.
● The origins and value of the universe
● The origins of the universe, including:

Knowledge / Concepts
Students should study religious teachings,
and religious, philosophical and ethical
arguments, relating to the issues that follow,
and their impact and influence in the modern
world. They should be aware of contrasting
perspectives in contemporary British society
on all of these issues.

They must be able to explain contrasting
beliefs on the following three issues with
reference to the main religious tradition in
Britain (Christianity) and one or more other
religious traditions:

● Violence.
● Weapons of mass destruction.
● Pacifism.
● Religion, violence, terrorism and war
● Themeaning and significance of:

Knowledge / Concepts
Students should study religious teachings,
and religious, philosophical and ethical
arguments, relating to the issues that follow,
and their impact and influence in the modern
world. They should be aware of contrasting
perspectives in contemporary British society
on all of these issues.

They must be able to explain contrasting
beliefs on the following three issues with
reference to the main religious tradition in
Britain (Christianity) and one or more other
religious traditions:

● Corporal punishment.
● Death penalty.
● Forgiveness.
● Religion, crime and the causes of

crime
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Unit 1 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Theme B: Religion and Life

Unit 2 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies

Theme D: Peace and Conflict

Unit 3 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies

Theme E: Crime and Punishment

● religious teachings about the origins of
the universe, and different
interpretations of these

● the relationship between scientific
views, such as the Big Bang theory, and
religious views.

● The value of the world and the duty of
human beings to protect it, including
religious teaching about stewardship,
dominion, responsibility, awe and
wonder.

● The use and abuse of the environment,
including the use of natural resources,
pollution.

● The use and abuse of animals,
including:
animal experimentation
the use of animals for food.

● The origins and value of human life
● The origins of life, including:

religious teachings about the origins of
human life, and different
interpretations of these
the relationship between scientific
views, such as evolution, and religious
views.

● The concepts of sanctity of life and the
quality of life.

● Abortion, including situations when the
mother's life is at risk.

● Ethical arguments related to abortion,
including those based on the sanctity
of life and quality of life.

● Euthanasia.

● peace
● justice
● forgiveness
● reconciliation.
● Violence, including violent protest.
● Terrorism.
● Reasons for war, including greed,

self-defence and retaliation.
● The just war theory, including the

criteria for a just war.
● Holy war.
● Pacifism.
● Religion and belief in 21 st century

conflict
● Religion and belief as a cause of war

and violence in the contemporary
world.

● Nuclear weapons, including nuclear
deterrence.

● The use of weapons of mass
destruction.

● Religion and peace-making in the
contemporary world including the
work of individuals influenced by
religious teaching.

● Religious responses to the victims of
war including the work of one
present day religious organisation.

‘Big Questions’
● What is peace?
● What is war?
● What is conflict?

● Good and evil intentions and
actions, including whether it can
ever be good to cause suffering.

● Reasons for crime, including:
● poverty and upbringing
● mental illness and addiction
● greed and hate
● opposition to an unjust law.
● Views about people who break the

law for these reasons.
● Views about different types of

crime, including hate crimes, theft
andmurder.

● Religion and punishment
● The aims of punishment, including:
● retribution
● deterrence
● reformation.
● The treatment of criminals,

including:
● prison
● corporal punishment
● community service.
● Forgiveness.
● The death penalty.
● Ethical arguments related to the

death penalty, including those
based on the principle of utility and
sanctity of life.

‘Big Questions’
● What is a crime?
● What is a punishment?
● Why do people commit crime?
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Unit 1 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Theme B: Religion and Life

Unit 2 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies

Theme D: Peace and Conflict

Unit 3 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies

Theme E: Crime and Punishment

● Beliefs about death and an afterlife,
and their impact on beliefs about the
value of human life.

‘Big Questions’
● What is abortion?
● What is euthanasia?
● How did the world begin?
● How should we treat the planet?
● How should we use animals?
● Should we be vegetarian?
● Why is it important to look after the

environment?

Spiralled Concepts

Creation visited in Ks3 in the Big Story,
Religion and Science and Concepts of God
scheme of work revisited through God’s
characteristics.
Scientific understanding of the origin of the
world supports this topic knowledge .

Reading Books
● The Complete Philosophy Files

BBCMorals, Ethics and Philosophy series:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkdk
382

● Why do wars happen?
● How can we work for peace?
● What do religious people say about

war?

Spiralled Concepts

Students will apply their knowledge and
understanding of belief and practice
within Christianity and Islam. Students
will use their analytical skills to
understand key concepts of peace and
why it is needed in the global society .

Reading Books
● The Complete Philosophy Files

BBCMorals, Ethics and Philosophy
series:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkd
k382

● Why do different crimes have
different punishments?

● What should religious people do to
help those of commit or are
affected by crime?

Spiralled Concepts

Students will apply their knowledge and
understanding of belief and practice
within Christianity and Islam. Students
will use their analytical skills to
understand key concepts of crime and
the need for punishment and how some
punishments may be considered too
extreme for some religions around the
world today.

Reading Books
● The Complete Philosophy Files

BBCMorals, Ethics and Philosophy
series:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zk
dk382
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Unit 1 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Theme B: Religion and Life

Unit 2 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies

Theme D: Peace and Conflict

Unit 3 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies

Theme E: Crime and Punishment

How does this
meet the
national
curriculum?curri
culum?

Across Key Stage 4, pupils should be given opportunities to develop their Knowledge with reference to:
● beliefs, teachings, and sources (A)
● practices and ways of life (B)

Across Key Stage 4, pupils should be given opportunities to develop their Knowledge with reference to:
● beliefs, teachings, and sources (A)
● practices and ways of life (B)
● Identity, diversity and Belonging (D)

Across Key Stage 4, pupils should be given opportunities to develop their Understanding and Skills with reference to:
● meaning, purpose, and truth (E)
● values and commitments (F)

Why do we
teach in this
sequence?

We sequence this here because students
begin to build on the knowledge of belief
and how belief influences religious people
in making decisions in everyday life
regarding ethical dilemmas such as
abortion, euthanasia and animal use

We also sequence this unit at this point as it
helps students to understand the format of
the GCSE paper 2

We sequence this here because students
begin to build on the knowledge of belief
and how belief influences religious people
in making decisions in everyday life
regarding how people should support
conflict or strive for peace within the
world .

We also sequence this unit at this point as
it helps students to understand the
format of the GCSE paper 2

We sequence this here because students
begin to build on the knowledge of belief
and how belief influences religious
people in making decisions in everyday
life regarding how to punish criminal
activity and how powerful forgiveness
can be for a religious believer

We also sequence this unit at this point
as it helps students to understand the
format of the GCSE paper 2
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Unit 1 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies
Theme B: Religion and Life

Unit 2 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies

Theme D: Peace and Conflict

Unit 3 Y11
AQA (A) Religious Studies

Theme E: Crime and Punishment

Inter-curricular
links (to build
schema)

Geography - pollution and the need to
reduce human input
PSCHE - links with charity work

PSCHE - links with community and
conflict
History - links withWW1/ 2

PSCHE - links with community and laws

Hinterland
Knowledge;
Cultural capital;
Challenging,
vocabulary-buildi
ng, reading
material

Challenging concepts regarding how the
world was created, why we should look
after the environment and the use of
animals by humans. Concepts regarding
the value and quality of life and decisions
regarding who should live and die

Challenging concepts of how we can bring
about peace in the world today, including
the challenge of what is acceptable
conditions of and creating conflict and
can war ever be justified.

Challenging concepts including the
reasons why people may commit crime
and whether there can be justice for
those crimes that are committed.

How Do We Study ?

Our ethos strives to widen the personal, social and spiritual development of every individual student in the school through a variety of activities and a
range of pedagogical techniques. Students can enjoy a combination of independent work, group projects and discussions. In lessons there is often a
focus on students working to think independently then share their ideas with a partner or in group then debate and evaluate their ideas as a class.
Home learning is an integral part of the curriculum and tasks are aimed to either consolidate knowledge from the lessons or to prepare students for
future learning. Tasks could involve independent research of a particular idea (e.g. ‘research and create a fact file about one inspirational person’) or
creative work (e.g. ‘now we have studied why Jerusalem is important to both Islam and Christianity create a tour guide advert for a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem from one religious perspective’). When no specific task is set students are always encouraged to read around the current topic.

Why Do We Study ?
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Religious Education is about understanding yourself and understanding the world. Religious Education at The Green School for Boys plays a vital role
within the curriculum and the wider context of the School. As an Anglican school, Religious Education is integral in delivering social, moral, spiritual and
cultural aspects of learning. We look to be forward thinking and dynamic by offering outstanding teaching and learning that is challenging and
engaging. Study of religious education aims to make all students religiously literate while undertaking a journey of discovery about belief systems,
ethical choices, philosophical arguments and their own faith. In Key Stage 4 we aim to encourage pupils’ thinking skills along with knowledge and
understanding of their own beliefs and those of others.

This curriculum gives pupils a strong foundation for undertaking the GCSE Curriculum. The GCSE course gives students the opportunity to study
Christianity and Islam in depth from philosophical and ethical viewpoints. During this time we aim to develop students’ knowledge and understanding
of Christianity and other worldviews that offer answers to challenging questions. In the Sixth form students can choose to continue studying Philosophy
and Ethics as an A Level subject.

Co-curricular Provision

We aim to provide opportunities for all students to engage with Religious Education outside of the classroom. These may include:
Competitions Visits to local places of worship Speakers coming in Extra-curricular clubs

Employability Skills

Communication &
Interpersonal Skills

✔️ Problem Solving
Skills

✔️ Using initiative &
being self-motivated

✔️ Working under
pressure & meeting
deadlines

✔️ Organisational skills ✔️

Team working ✔️ Ability to learn and
adapt

✔️ Numeracy Valuing diversity &
difference

✔️ Negotiation skills ✔️

SMSC

Spiritual
A large focus on spiritual connections with God or other source of authority helps students to develop their understanding of
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their own religious practice and the practices of others. Some examples include; prayer, baptism, communion, sawm, zakat,
etc

Moral
Ethical issues and controversial topics are discussed in our lessons to encourage students to think about the moral
implications of issues that impact our world. We cover a variety of topics, some examples being gender discrimination,
religious intolerance etc.

Social
As part of our topic on concepts of God and equality via the thematic studies units students are able to build on
understanding of how we live in a diverse community and how to form appropriate relationships which celebrate
differences.

Cultural
Fundamental British Values underpin our learning. We place importance on sharing the diverse cultures within our school
community. Our Trust-wide ‘Diversity Fortnight’ is a great example of this.
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